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INTRODUCTION opiate

gdications (Asrican Association of
Colleges of Nursing PAACN], R
National Institute on Drug Abse[NIDA],
@ 1, Centers br Disease Contro[CDC],
2 1; The Wte House, 2 ). Opioids
include prescription pain relieerse(g.,
hgrocodone, ogodone, orphine,
codeine), spthetic opioids(e.g., &ntany
traadol , sthadone) , and illicit drugs
such as heroin (AACN; NIDA). Theyare
highly addictie drugs used to treat
pderate to seere pain and hae
increasinglyben used to treat legitiate
ingries and health conditionsincluding
those occurring in the arplace (CDC).
Prescription opioids are ofen mused,
fegently leading to addiction and
transitionto heroin abise. The ipact of
opiateuse poses a signifcant challenge to
the warplace enironent , eplogrs,
and the Occupational Health Nurses
(OHNSs) to support erplace health and
sabty OHNSs are essential gbrs ofthe
orplace health and saktytearand are
ideal agents to actielylead the ebrts to
reduce the ipact of opioids whin the
orplace and greater commity Their
unige education, training and epertise
enale themto collabrate ith other
agences using a oitihceted approach to
ipact opioid oridityand ortality

ic by reducing opioid
morbidity and mortality. Occupational
Health Nurses (OHNSs) are well-positioned
to lead workplace efforts and advocate for
the community by ensuring workplaces
are safe and support the health of
employees, their families, and the
businesses they serve.

RATIONALE

Opioids have become the leading cause of
injury and death in the United States (US)
despite efforts to curb the upward trends in
morbidity and mortality (CDC; The White
House, 2017). Prescription opioid sales
have surged and contribute to abuse,
misuse, and diversion, affecting social and
economic welfare as well as public health
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CONCLUSION

OHNSs are well positioned to lead the efforts
in the fight against opioid use, misuse,
dependence, and overdose. They are able
to provide employee training, deliver
education, identify and address opioid use
and abuse in the workplace while ensuring
confidentiality, and advocate for
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